THE MILNER MISSION
Jeddah to King Hussein of the Hejaz, who had long
expressed a wish "to kiss him on his intelligent forehead".
Hussein as a ruler was difficult and unreasonable; as a
host, he was courteous and charming. He presented
Allenby with a sword of honour and entertained him at
the traditional Arab banquet called 'Sumat5, held only
on special occasions and usually to celebrate the visit of
a conqueror. Slaves walked along the middle of the table
to feed the guests, over two hundred of whom were
present, including tribal chiefs from all parts of the
Hejaz.
From Jeddah Allenby went by Port Sudan, Suakin,
and Atbara to Khartoum; and then on up the river as
far south as Lake No in the Bahr el Ghazal Province.
On the return journey he visited the Kassala and
Dongola provinces. At Korosko, just north of Wadi
Haifa, he found a crashed aeroplane; it was one of the
earliest of those ventures by which the long-distance air
routes of the world were laid out in the years following
the war. The pilots were South Africans, Pierre Van
Ryneveld and Quintin Brand.1 They had reached
Korosko from London in seven days, a record at that
time. Allenby took the two pilots aboard his steamer.
On return to Cairo they renewed in another plane their
attempt to reach South Africa by air and eventually did
so after a mishap in Rhodesia. They were the first men
to complete the journey from England to the Cape by air.
Milner and his Mission returned to England in
March 1920. Although moderate and responsible
Egyptians had not dared to break the boycott imposed
by students and agitators in Egypt, some now bethought
themselves that it would be wTell to get into touch with
1 Now Lieutenant-General Sir Pierre Van Rynereld, K.BJE., D.S.Q.,
M.d, Chief of die General Staff, Union Defence Forces In South Africa,
and Air Vice-Marshal Sir Quinun Brand, K.B.E., D.S.O., M.C* D.F.C.,
Director-General of Civil Aviation in Egypt 1932-36.
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